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LATE  NEWS 

German  livestock  numbers  have  "been  reasonably :  well  maintained  in  the 
United  States  Zone,  according  to  the  September  19^5  census  returns. 
September  19^5  numbers  are  as  follows  (with  percentage  decline  from 
December  19^3  shown  in  parentheses):     Total  cattle  5*181,000  (2.6);  cows 
for  milk  1,^2,000  (l.O);  cows  for  milk  and  work  1,232,000  (0.6);  sheep 
1,136,000  (U.9).     September  19^5  hog  numbers  are  given  with  percentage 
declines  from  September  I9U5:    Total  hogs  2,1^9,000  (26.U);  total  sows 
bred  115,000  (22.9);  suckling  and  young  pigs  l,llU,000  (32.9);  other 
fattening  pigs  79^,000  0l9 .0) 

The  19^5  Ita-lian  wheat  crot>  is  estimated  at  U,6U6,5&7  short  tons  by 
the  Ministry  of- Agriculture ,  in  collaboration  with  other  Government 
agencies  and  with  the  a-oprpval  of  the  Allied  Commission.     The  estimate  com- 
-oares  with  earlier  forecasts  of  from  U. 25  to         million  tons. 

Panama' s  19)4(^-U6  rice  harvest  late  in  the  season  v/as  substantially 
reduced  by  lack  of  rainfall,  which  is  believed  to  have  destroyed  a  large 
part  of  the'  second. cron .     Total  production  this  year  previously  was 
forecast  as  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  country. 

The  second  all-India-  sugar  cane  forecast  nlaces  acreage  at  ^,988,000 
for  19U5-U6,-.  compared,  with-  4, 02^,000  acres  for  19UU-U5. 

A  trade  agreement  between  Finland  and  Iceland  signed  in  Helsinki 
■orovides  for  Finnish  exoorts  of  pa-oer,  wood,  and  herring  casks  in  return 
for  imports  of  herring,  frozen  fish,  cod-liver  oil,  and  wool  from  Iceland. 
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C  0  M'  MODI  T  Y  ■  DEVELOPMENTS 


.   ...  '      GRAINS/  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS 

AUSTRALIA'S  WFEAT  CROP  UP;  .  . 
STILL  BELOW  AVERAGE 

The  wheat  crop  now  being  harvested  in  Australia  is  expected  to  be 
about  135  million  bushels,  .on  the  basis  of  the  latest  available  reports. 
The  estimated  production  is  over  two  and  one-hal'f  ■  timers'  as  -large  js  last 
year's  crop  of  52  million  bushels,   though  it  is  still  less  than  average. 
Production  during  the  10  years  ended  with  1942-43  averaged  around  162 
million  bushels.     The  year  end  (November  30)  stocks  are  reported  to  be 
very  small,  making  the  total  supply  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  crop  year 
an  estimated  140  million,  bushel  si,' 

Prospects  for  the  wheat  crop  deteriorated  during  September  and  the 
first  3  weeks  of  October,  with  the  continuance  of  dry  weather  in  important 
wheat  growing  districts,  notably  in  the  wheat  areas  of  South  Australia, 
northern  Victoria    and  the  Riverina.and  southwestern  districts  of  New'- South 
'.Vales.     The  wheat  crop  was  forecast  at  around  107  million  bushels  at  that 
time.     Toward  the  end  of  October,  however,   fairly  widespread  rains  were 
received  and  prospects  improved. 

Early  growing  conditions  in  central  and  northern  sections  of  New 
South  Wales  were  favorable  'and,  despite  the  lack  of  rain  in  September  and 
October,   a  good  outturn  is  expected  in  those  areas.     Rainfall  came  too 
late  in  other  parts  of  the  State  to  ensure  really  good  yields,  however, 
and  some  crops  intended  for  grain  were  cut  for  hay.     The  crop  in  Victoria 
is  said  to  be  backward  throughout  most  of  the  State  as  a  result  of  dry 
conditions  during  September  and  October.     Prospects  improved  considerably 
in  South  Australia  following  the  late  October  rains,  but  the  crop  in 
Western  Australia  is  reported  to  be  rather  late  as  a  result  of  delayed 
sowings  caused. by  excessive  moisture  at  seeding  time. 

Stocks  of  wheat  remaining  in  the  country  on  December  1  are  estimated 
to  be  about  6  million  bushels.     With  a  crop  of  135  million  bushels  in 
prosnect  a  supply  of  some  140  million  bushels  should  be  available  during 
the  December-November  season.    Domestic  needs  from  that  supply  are  now 
placed  at  90  million  bushels,   leaving  about  60  million  bushels  for  export 
or  carry-over.     Of  the  estimated  utilization;   15  million  bushels  are  ex- 
pected to  be  retained  on  farms  for  seed  or  feed,  35  million  to  be  used  as 
food,  and  an  allowance  of  30  million  bushels  provided  for  off-farm  feed 
needs. 
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AUSTRALIA:  Wheat  supply  and  distribution, 
_  1945  with  comparisons 


Po  si  tion 


Carry-over  December  1 

Production  

Utilization  

Export's  

Carry-over  ........... 


Yea'r  beginning  December '  1- 


1941 

:  1942 

1943 

1944 

.  1945 

• 

Mi  Hi  on 

:   Mi  Hi  on 

*       i  U        -1-1  u  **■ 

Million 

Million 

o   Hi  Hi  on 

bushels  " 

:  bushels 

bushels" ' 

bushels 

:  bushels 

42 

:  105 

153'  " 

'  76.  . 

:    ,  .  6  • 

167 

:  156 

110 

52 

:  135 

59 

:.  .  71. 

a/     97  ...  . 

aj  10.4. 

:  .....  30- 

'45  '"' 

:.'      37  ; 

90  . 

18 

: . '    61  , 

105 

: '  153 

76 '  ' 

6 

:       61. . 

From -of fi cial  and  unofficial  sources.  .'  • 
a/  Includes  unusually  heavy  allowances  for  feeding.... 

Exports  during  the  first  9  months  of  the  current  season  were  about 
17  million  bushels,  compared  with  64  million  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  1943-44.  ,  Exports  have  diminished  throughout  the  period,  with 
virtually  no  exports  of  wheat  reported  since  February. 

CANADA1  S  GRAIN 'AFD'  FEED'' ,i 

VALUE  SHOWS' DECLINE  v 

The  gross  value  of  Canada's  grain  and  feed  crops  in  1945  is  990. 
million  dollars  according  to  the  first  official  estimate.    At  that 
figure  the  gross  value  would  be  the  smallest  since  1941,  but  is.,  still  • 
almost  double  the  1935-1939  prewar  average.     The  value  is  about  215 
million  dollars  smaller  than  the  revised  estimate  for  1944.     Most  of 
the  decrease  is  attributed  to  smaller  production  in  the  Prairie  Prov- 
inces, particularly  in.  grain  crops. 

The  1945  wheat  crop  is  valued  at  about  327  million  dollars,  compared 
with  the  1944  value  of  460  million.   "The  reduced  crop,  reflected  drought 
conditions  in  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  during,  the  past  summer.  ...  The  pro- 
duction of  barley,  oats,  rye,  and  mixed  grains  was  also  considerably  less 
than  a  year  earlier,  with  a  consequent  reduction  in  value  since  prices 
were  largely  at  the  same  level  as  those  prevailing  in  1944....  The  value.:of 
the  current  hay  crop  is  larger  than  that  of  the  past  year,  as  a  result  of 
better  outturns  this  season. 

On  a  provincial  basis,   the  largest  declines  in  value  show  up  for 
Saskatchewan  and  Alberta.     The  reduction  in  Manitoba  was  relatively 
slight,  while  more  favorable  returns  are  reported  for  Ontario  and  British 
Columbia. 


******** 


December  2hf  19^5 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


373 


FATS  MP  OILS 

CANADA  FIXES  OILSEED 
ACREAGE  GOALS  FOR  19^6 

In  view  of  domestic  and  foreign  requirements  of  fats  and  oils,,  the 
Dominion  Provincial  Conference  recommended  an  increase  in  Canadian  flax- 
seed end  sunflower  seed  acreages  of  18  and  97  percent,  respectively,  in  19^-6 
and  asked  that  soybean  and  rapeseed  plantings  be  maintained  at  the  19^5 
level. 

A  goal  of  1,250,000  acres  was  set  for  flaxseed.     Since  no  action  was 
taken  to  execute  the  plan,  however,  the  decline  in  acreage  which  has 
occurred  since  19^3  possibly  will  continue.    The  present  price  of  $2.75 
(Canadian  currency)  per  bushel,  basis  in  store  Fort  Williams  or  Port  Arthur, 
has  ceased  to  be  attractive  to  growers.    While  some  observers  think  that 
a  price  of  $3-25  per  bushel  might  bring  about  a  slight  increase  in  flax- 
seed acreage,  others  believe  that  an  offer  of  $3-50  will  be  necessary 
to  achieve  the  desired  results  in  19^6.     The  Canadian  Government  probably 
will  not,  grant  an  increase  to  growers  unless  it  is  assured  of  a  suffi- 
ciently high  price  for  its  exportable  surplus  to  compensate  for  any  advance 
in  price. 

Canadian  supplies  of  fats  and  oils  are  at  such  a  low  point  that 
linseed  oil  is  now  being  used  in  shortening.     This  is  causing  a  further 
strain  on  the  paint  industry,  which  is  operating  at  only  70  percent  'of 
capacity  in  spite  of  the  heavy  demand  intensified  by  the  po3t-war 
building  program. 

The  I9U6  objective  for  sunflower  seed  is  28,000  acres.  If  plantings 
reach  this  figure,  it  will  be  the  first  time  that  the  goal  has  been  at- 
tained since  19^+3  when  production  on  a  commercial  scale  began.  Based  on 
estimated  requirements,  the  I9U6  figure  for  soybeans  is  ^3,650  acres,  the 
equivalent  of  this  year's  harvested  acreage.  Rapeseed  cultivation  became 
popular  during  the  war,  and  acreage  increased  from  1,000  acres  in  1943  to 
20,400  in  19^5.  No  expansion  is  planned  for  next  year,  although  producers 
are  asked  to  equal  this  season's  plantings. 

CUBA'S  FATS  AND  OILS 
STILL  IN  SHORT  SUPPLY 

The  edible  fats  and  oils  situation  in  Cuba  during  November  showed 
little  change  from  the  provious  month.    Receipts  of  both  lard  and  soy- 
bean oil  weSre  down,  but  domestic  peanut  oil  was  produced  in  moderate 
quantities . 

Soap  fat  arrivals  have  been  considerably  less  than  minimum  requirements. 
Only  7.8  million  pounds  of  Argentine  tallow  arrived  during  the  first  11 
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months  and  another  3  million  pound's  are  expected  in  December.  Total 
receipts  of  all  soap  fats  for  the  first  11  months  have  "been  LH-.3  million 
pounds,  which  were  less  than  requirements.     Consequently,  severe -shortages 
of  soap  have  been  reported  in  Cuba. 

Probably  about  2  million  pounds  of  peanut  oil  were  obtained  from 
domestic  crushings  during  November.     The  estimate  for  -che  total  produc- 
tion of  peanut  oil  from  the  present  crop  is  10  million  pounds.  Butter 
production  fell  off  seasonably  in  November    and  probably  did  not  exceed 
200,000  pounds.     Cuban  production  of  tallow  in  November  was  about  1  million 
pounds  and  lard  production  ^00,000  pounds. 

TOBACCO 

LARGER  FLUE- CURED  TOBACCO 
OUTPUT  REPORTED  IN  INDIA 

.;■  India's  acreage  of  flue-cured  tobacco  for  the  19^5-^6>  season  is 
estimated  at  124,250  acres,  which  may  produce  a  crop  of  about  62.5  million 
pounds,  according  to  information  received-  from  the  American  Consulate 
General  at  Calcutta.     In  1944-1*5,  about  5^-3  million  pounds  were  produced 
from  116,550  acres.     During  the  crop  years  1941-42  through  1943-44,  pro- 
duction averaged  53.2  million  pounds  from  121,000  acres.     If  the  expected 
outturn  for  the  current  season  is  attained,  the  crop  will  be  the  largest 
on  record . 

Most  of  India's  flue-cured  tobacco  is  grown  in  the  Guntur  District 
of  Madras  Presidency.     Although  trial  plantings  were  begun  many  years 
ago,  commercial  production  of  flue-cured  leaf  was  not  .undertaken  until 
1927-23,  when  about  36,000  pounds  were  harvested.     By  1937-3.3,  the  out- 
turn amounted  to  about  40  million  pounds  from  85,000  acres  and  about  one- 
half  of  the  crop  was  available  for  export,  chiefly  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  nearby  Asiatic  countries.    British  Imperial  Preference  was  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  promoting  the  expansion  of  Indian  f lie-cured  leaf. 

Foreign  demands,  however,  have  been  somewhat  limited  because  the 
Indian  leaf  is  considered  inferior  to  that  from  the  United  States,  es- 
pecially as  regards  texture,  oil  content,  and  ai'oma.     The  price  factor 
has  also  encouraged  flue- cured  plantings,  since  labor  costs  in  India  are 
considerably  smaller  than  those  in  most  other  flue-cured  tobacco-producing 
countries .     Consequently,  Indian  farmers  are  able  to  sell  profitably  at 
prices  less  than  those  obtained  in  other  major-producing  countries-..  In 
I943-44  an(i  19^4 _k5^  prices  for  Indian  leal  averaged  l|.l  and  17 .h  cents 
per  pound,  respectively,  compared  with  a  prewar  average  price  of  about 
12  cents. 

BELGIUM  PLANS  LARGE 
19^6  TOBACCO  PURCHASES 

The  Trade  Association  for  Belgian  tobacco  manufacturers  has  plans  to 
import  about  39.7  million  pounds  of  leaf  tobacco  during  I9U6.     Of  the 
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total  amount  scheduled  for  importation,  about  11.9  million  pounds  are  to 
be  of  United  States  origin,  including  5-3  million  pounds  of  cigarette 
leaf  and  6.6  million  pound3  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  pipe  tobacco, 
according  to  a  report  from  the  American  Embassy  at  Brussels. 

The  purchase  program  also  calls  for  the  importation  of  about:10.5 
million  pounds  of  leaf  from  the  Netherlands  Indies.    Because  of  un- 
settled conditions  in  those  Islands,  however,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
scheduled  amount  can  be  obtained,  and  some  of  the  demand  for  Netherlands 
Indies  leaf  may  have  to  be  met  from  United  States  supplies.     If  the 
program  for  leaf- tobacco  purchases  works  out  as  scheduled,  the  United 
States  will  have  regained  practically  its  prewar-percentage  share  in 
Belgium's  takings  of  foreign  leaf  .tobacco.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
December  10,  19^+5.  ) 

CANADA  RECOMMENDS  LARGER 
19^6  TOBACCO  PLANTINGS 

The  Canadian  Government  has  proposed  substantial  increases  in  tobacco 
plantings  for  I9U6  over  the  actual  19^5  planted  area.     The  tentative  recom- 
mendations, recently  submitted  to  the  Dominion-Provincial  Conference, 
call  for  a  total  acreage  of  105,800  acres,  compared  with  actual  plantings 
in  I9U5  of  93,697  acres.  ! 

The  recommended  19^-6  acreage,  for  flue -cured  tobacco  is  set  at  85,000 
acres,  compared  with  19^5  plantings  of  77,200  acres..  The  proposed  areas 
for  Burley  and  cigar  leaf  are  12,500,  and  5,000  acres,  respectively.  In 
19^5,  "the  acreage  recommendations  for  Canadian  tobacco  plantings  were  set 
at  109,1^0  acres.     The  goal  was  not  realized,  however,  and  actual  plant- 
ings were  about  lh  percent  lower  than  the  recommended  area. 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS 

FLAX  PRODUCTION 
INCREASED  IN  EIRE 

Close  to  33,000  acres  were  planted  to  flax  in  Eire  for  the  I9U5 
crop,  compared  with  30,:3^1  acres  in  tgkk'    About  30,000  acres  are  expected 
to  be  planted  in  19^-6.  ' 

Production  this  year  of  scutched  fiber,  excluding  tow,  will  probably 
exceed  11  million  pounds,  representing  an  increase  of  more  than  10  per- 
cent over  igkk,  and  approximately  double  the  crop  obtained  in  19^2. 

Increased  acreages1. have  been  encouraged  throughout  the  war.  Prices 
have  been  fixed  each  year  at  a  level  above  prewar  prices    and  have  been 
announced  before  the  planting  season.     The  Flax  Development  Board,  es- 
tablished in  19^3  to  assist  in  expansion  of  the  industry,  has  worked 
effectively. 
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Wartime  production  has  been  sold  under  contract  to  the  British 
Ministry  of  Supply.    Exports  of  flapc  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
first  9  months  of  195-5  show  a  decrease  in  line  fiber  but  an  increase  in 
tow,  compared  with  those  in  a  similar  period  of  1955. 


EISE:  Exports  of  flax  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
 January -September,  1955  and  1955  


Commodity  exported 

January  -  September  a/ 

1955 

I9U5 

Flax  fiber   

Pounds  : 

6,777,000  : 
2,658,000  : 

Pounds 

6,350,000 
3,770,000 

Flax  tow  :  

Compiled  from  consular  reports, 
a/  Nine  months  only. 


WEEKLY  COTTON  PRICES 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 


COTTON:    Price  of  certain  foreign  growths 
and  qualities  in  specified  mark ets 


Market  location, 
kind  and  quality 

'.  Bate 
;  1955 

!    Unit  of 
[  weight 

!  Unit  of 
[ currency 

:Pric^  inrEquivalent 
:  foreign:U.S,  cents 
[currency:  per  pound 

Alexandria  (spot) 

: Kan tar 

Ashmouni,  F  G.F.  ;..  

:  12^5 

:  99.05  lbs. 

:Tallaris 

op  p=i 

:  26.92 

Giza  7,  F.G.F.  

:  12-5 

:  99.05  lbs, 

:T-allaris 

:        Not  quoted 

Karnak,  F.G.F  

:  12-5. 

:  99. 05  lbs. 

:Tailaris 

:        Not  quoted 

Bombay  (Jan.  futures) 

•  12-7 

: Candy 

:  785  lbs. 

.Candy 

•Rupee 

:  425.50 

:  16.35 

Bombay  (spot) 

Kampala,  East  African  .  . 

12-7 

•  785  lbs. 

;Rupee 

:  850.00 

\  32.66 

Buenos  Aires  (spot) 

■Metric  ton 

Type  B  •  

•  12-8 

•2204,6  lbs. 

•Peso  : 

•I3OO.OO 

:  17.56 

Lima  (spot) 

Sp,  Quintal 

Tanguis,  Ty*oe  5  • 

12-8  ; 

101. 5  lbs. • 

Sol  ; 

106.00 

•  16.08 

Recife  (spot) 

Arroba  : 

Mata,  Type  5  .  .  .  .  .  ; 

12-7  : 
12-7  : 

•  33-07  lbs. : 
33.07  lbs. : 
Arroba 

Cruze iro: 

30.00  : 

13.17. 

13.50  • 

Sertao,  Type  5                . .  : 

Cruzeiro.: 

82.00  : 

Sao  Paulo  (spot)  : 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5   ; 

12-7  : 

33.07  lbs.: 
Sp.  Quintal: 

Cruzeiro : 

91.50  : 

15.06 

Torreon  (spot)                  .  : 

Middling.  15/l6" 

12-3  \ 

101.5  lbs. : 

Peso  : 

.  90.25-: 

•     13. ,31.- 

Compiled  from  weekly  cables  fro;1'  repr  e s e atati ves  abroad. 


Correction:     The  r^te  o^^syot's  cotton  export  tax  in  terns  of  U.S.  currency 

on  page  361  of  last  week's  issue  should  have  read  .35  Cent    per  pound, 
instead  of  85  cents  per  pound. 
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INDIA'S  COTTON  EXTORT 
TRiDE  E3VIVES  SLOW 

India's  cotton  export  trade  has  shown  g  tendency  to  revive  very 
slowly  since  the  war  ended.     Exports  during  the  year  ended  July  31,  1945, 
were  equivalent  to  about  315,000  (preliminary)  bales  of  478  pounds,  a 
slight  increase  over  the  277,000  bales  exported  in  1943-44,  but  only  11 
percent  of  the  5-year  prewar  average  of  2,746,000  bales.     Exports  during 
the  5  weeks  ended  September  1,   1945,   totaled  53,000  bales,   compared  with 
55,000  for  the  previous  4  weeks. 

The  end  of  the  war  did  not  bring  the  anticipated  sharp  increase  in 
cotton  er-ports.     Large  stocks  of'  cotton  in  the  United  Kingdom  when  the 
war  ended  made  it  unnecessary  for  that  country  to  begin,  heavy  importing 
immediately.     Furthermore,  importations  of  cotton  into  European  liberated 
countries  have  been  delayed  longer  than  expected  because  of  shortages  of 
transportation  and  fuel  for  power,  need  for  credit  arrangements,  and  other 
difficulties  not  yet  overcome. 


IFDIA:  Cotton  exports,  average  1934-1939,  annual  1939-1943 
  (Bales  of  478  pounds  net)  


Countries  of 
destination 


Year  beginni ng  August  1 


Average: 

June 

1934-  : 

1939  : 

1940  : 

1941  : 

1942  : 

1943  : 

1944 

 1933  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

bales  : 

bales  : 

bales 

ba le  s  : 

bale  s 

bales 

bales 

1,  371.9: 

694. 1: 

700.5 

110.5, 

0 

C  0 

,0  . 

166.0: 

447.6  : 

423.8 

37.3: 

0 

:  0 

0 

376.5: 

339. 6: 

292:4! 

493.9: 

98.0 

179.8; 

145.0 

163.4: 

6.0: 

0 

0 

0 

:  0 

0 

124.6: 

235.3: 

0 

0 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

173.2: 

19.4: 

0 

0 

0 

:  0 

0 

133.2: 

23.7: 

0 

:  0 

0 

i  0 

0 

33.2: 

11.9: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

29.5: 

1.0: 

0 

;  0 

0 

;  0 

:  0 

a/  23.0: 

0  : 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

7.7; 

2.0: 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

;  o 

0 

24.5: 

0  : 

:  b/ 

:  b/ 

;  b/ 

54.9: 

136.0: 

143.2 

:  117.5 

0 

61.4 

.  66.6 

17.1: 

16.6: 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

l  0 

a/  7.6: 

16.9: 

44.2 

:  51.8 

:  17.5 

:  24.2 

15.5 

c/  10.3: 

33.2: 

63.9 

:  6.2 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

3.7: 

4.1: 

3.4 

:  1.4 

:  3.3 

:  3.3 

:  2.1 

36.9: 

71.0: 

43.1 

:  22.0 

:      15. 6 

.  •  8.4 

:  30.1 

2,745.9:2, 133.4: 

1,714.5 

:  840.6 

:  134.4 

:  •  277.1 

^259^3 

Japan   

China.  

Uni.ted  Kingdom 

Germany  

"Trance  

Belgium  

Italy   

Netherlands  .. 

Poland   

C  z  e  cho  s  lo  vaki  a 

Greece   

Spai  n  

United  States 
Erench,  Ind.o china 

Australia  

Korea  

Ceylon   

Other  countries 
Total  .  . . .  „  ._ 

Compiled,  from  Accounts  Relating  to  the  Sea-borne  Trade  and  Navigation 
of  British  India  and  the  India  Trade  Journal. 

b/  If  any,  included  in 


August- 


ay  Three-year  average. 

_c/  Two-year  average,     d/  Preliminary  total 


"Other  countries", 
'or  year  -  315,000  bales. 
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FRUITS,  VEGETABLES ,  AND  NUTS 


ARGENTINE  FRUIT  CROP 
PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 


Argentine  fruit  production  in  general  for  the  19^-5-^6  season  is  larger 
than  in  1944 -1|  5 .    Production  of  apples  is  estimated  et  7,597,000  bushels,  2 
percent  less  then  the  19M+  J+5  crop  of  7,771,000  bushels,'  but  the  second  larg- 
est crop  on  record.    The  peer  crop,  pieced  at  5,075,000  bushels  is  11  percent 
more  than  the  previous  jeer's  crop  of  h , 56'4 , 000  bushels.    Peach  production, 
estimated  at  8,698,000  bushels,  will  be  the  largest  on  record,  twice  as  lerge 
e.s  the  19^3-^  crop,  end  nearly  50  percent  larger  than  the    5^.906,000  produced 
in  lykk -I+5 •    The  apricot  crop,  estimated  at  8,598  short  tons,  is  2h  percent 
less  then  last  year's  crop  of  11,24-3  tons  and    cherries,  estimated  at  1,102 
tons,  -re  nearly  50  percent  smaller.    Production  of  plums  and  quinces,  esti- 
mated at  29,;,10  and  675  tons,  respectively,  is  just  about  the  same  e.s  last 
year.    Grepes,  estimated  at  218,807  tons' are  up  26  percent. 


ARGENTINA:    Fruit  production, 
19^5-^6,  with  c omperisions 


Season 

Apples 

:  Peer 

|Peeches! 

Plum  ! 

Apri-  : 
cots  : 

Quince? ; 

Cherries 

Grapes 

1,000 
bushels 

. : 1,000 
bushels 

: 1,000  : 
ibushels : 

Short  : 
tons  :' 

Short  : 
tons  : 

1,000 
bushels: 

Short 
tons 

■  Short 
tons 

1914.3  _i4-i4- 
19^4  45 

5,7^6  • 

7,771 

7,597 

5,280 
4,564 
•  •  5,075 

1  ^36  :' 

:  5,906  ; 
:  8,698  : 

27,172: 
29,101: 
29,210:: 

8,102: 
11,243: 
8,598:. 

801  I 
620  ; 
675  : 

^,519  ' 
2,039 
1,102  : 

277,699 
173,392 
218,807 

Compiled  from  official  sources 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  CITRUS 
PRODUCTION  SMALLER' 


Union  of 
.of  5,2:50 


South:  Africa  for  19^5 
,000  boxes,  produced 


Production  of  all  citrus  fruits  in  the 
is  estimated  at  5,679,000  boxes,  consisting 

by  "exporters"  and.  of  an  estimated;  429,000;  boxes  normally-  produced  by 
"  nonexporters . "    The  current  production,  the  smallest  crop,  since.  1939 
when  5,236',000  boxes  were  produced.,  is  also  30  percent  less,  than,  the. 19^4 
crop  of  8,070,000  boxes.    The  total 'crop  is  comprised  of  85- percent  oranges, 
12  percent' grapefruit,  and.  the  remainder  of  "other!',  citrus:  fruits ,  mostly 
lemons ...  .  •  •  •  '  :  


Citrus  trees  in  South  Africa, .  estimated. to  total  5,207,000. in- - 
1937,  have , shown  a  steady  increase ; during  the  last  three  decades,  and  are 
twice:"  as  many  as  in  i9l8.  :Exports.of  citrus  .for  .19^-5,  principally  .to  the 
United  Kingdom  ere  estimated  at  2,750,000  boxes >  about  two  end  one -half 
times  as  much  as  in  1944  when  982,000  boxes  were  exported. 
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SOUTH  AFRICA: 
191*5 


Citrus  fruit  production, 
w i  the  omp arisons 


Year 

Exporters 

:  Non- 
:  exporters 

j  Total 

[  Oranges 

Grape  -  ; 
fruit 

Others 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:    1 , 000 

1,000 

:    1 , 000  : 

•  1,000 

boxes 

;  boxes 

:  boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

1940  

4,807 

•  429 

•  5,236 

4,4p0 

1     629  ; 

157 

1941   

6,435 

429 

•  6,864 

>  o,834 

:     824-  : 

206 

1942   

6,618  ! 

429 

'    7,047  : 

'  5,990 

:     846  : 

:  211 

1943   : 

6,723  : 

429 

•    7,152  - 

6,079 

:     858  : 

:  215 

1944   ; 

7,641  . 

429 

3,070  : 

6,860 

;     968  : 

242 

1945   • 

5,250  : 

429  ; 

5,679  : 

4,827  ! 

•     632  : 

170 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
Nonexporters  normally  produce  423,600  boxes.    Varieties  estimated  at  the 
rate  of  85  percent  oranges,  grapefruit  12,  and  others  (principally  lemons) 
3  percent. 


LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 


CANADA  HOPES  TO  MAINTAIN 
MEAT  OUTPUT  AT  HIGH  LEVEL 

Canadian  officials  expect  1946  meat  production  to  be  nearly  as  large 
as  in  1945,  when  an  estimated  2.35  billion  pounds  were  produced.  This 
output,  however,  is  about  15  percent  less  than  .the  1944.  record  produc- 
tion.    The  decline  from  1944  is  attributed  to  a  very  sharp  reduction  in 
hog  slaughterings,  which  have  been  only  partially  offset  by  increased 
slaughtering  of  all  other  kinds  of  livestock.    Maintenance  of.  total  meat 
output  at  last  year's  level  depends  upon  hog  marketings  of  approximately 
the  same  rate  as  in  1945,  and  is  not  at  all  certain. 

CANADA:    All  meats  a/,  supplies,  and  disposition 


Supply  and 
disposition 

:  Pork 

:  Beef 

:  Veal 

:  Mutton 
:  and. 
:  iamb 

\  Total 

meats 

1 , 000 

:  1,000 

'  1,000 

•     1 , 000 

:  1,000 

Total  supply  b/ 
Estimated  19^5  . . 
Forecast  1946  .  .  ..; 

For  export  ; 

pounds 

1,073,144 
1,056,942 

:  pounds 

•  1,106,643  ; 
1,030,255  : 

pounds 

143,343 
154,364: 

pounds 

•  70,528 
63,037  . 

pounds 
398,  658 

2,35^,598 

Estimated  I945  . .  : 
Forecast  I946  .  .  .  ; 
For  domestic  use  : 

455,250  : 
465,000  : 

251,970  : 
316,300  : 

7,000  : 
12,433  : 

714,220 
794,233 

Estimated  1945  . . • 
Forecast  1946  . . . : 

617,394 
591,942  : 

354,673  : 
763,455  : 

148,343: 
154,364; 

63,528  j 
50,60k  : 

1,634,438 
1,560,365 

for  I946..    The  I945  supply  estimates  for  pork  and  b^ef  not  adjusted  to 
recent  trends  in  marketings. 

a/  Chilled  carcass  basis,     b/  Adjustment  made  for  imports  and  storage  stocks. 
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Out  of  the  '•J^^S'liotal  'supply  of "2.35  billion:' .pounds y  •  about  one-third 
is  expected  to  be  exported/  principally  to  the  United  Kingdom.    The  fore- 
casted supplies  for  export  of~779*+  million 'pounds  of  meat  in '19^-6,  compered 
to  an  estimated  J.lh  million  pounds  in  19.*+ 5,  are  based  upon  the  assumption 
of  continued  consumer  rationing  in  Canada. 

Canada's  current  b^.con  contract  with  the  United  Kingdom  calls  for 
annual  shipments  of  '^50  million  pounds,  which  is  being  met  in  19*+5  only  by 
virtue  of  .heavy  carry-over  stock  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.    Any  further 
reduction  , in  hog  slaughtering  in  19^-6  will  jeopardize  meeting  the  commit- 
ment bo  the  United  Kingdom.    Furthermore,  domestic  pork  consumption  would 
have  to  be  restricted  to  an  average  of  the  19*+2  and  19*+ 3  disappearance. 

CANADA  PLANS  SMALL  RISE 
IN  19*+6  MILK  PRODUCTION 

Canadian  dairy  officials  have  announced  a  19*+6  milk  production  goal 
of  slightly  less  than  18.0  billion  pounds,  representing  an  increase  of 
2  percent  over  the  total  19*+5  production  of  approximately  1"J .6  billion 
pounds.    An  unanticipated  falling  off  of  production  during  October  and 
November  of  this  year  reduced  the  19*+5  production  below  earlier  estimates 
of  nearly  18.0  "billion  pounds. 

A  production  goal  of  310  million  pounds  of  creamery  butter  was 
included  in  the  Canadian  dairy  program,  for  19*+6.    This  quantity  would  be 
required  to  insure  a  year-round  ration  of  7  ounces  per  week  for  domestic 
consumption  and  to  cover  an  export  commitment  of  approximately  5  million 
pounds.    The  19*+6  goal  represents  an  increase  of  15  million  pounds  over 
19*+ 5  production.    Authorities  doubt  if  this  increase  will  be  realized 
unless  the  downward  trend  of  production  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  is  reversed. 

Cheddar  cheese  production  in  19*+6  has  been  set  at  180  million  pounds. 
This  quantity  would  furnish  sufficient  cheese  for  the  filling  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  under  the  terms  of  which  Canada  is 
to  make  delivery  on  125  million  pounds  of  cheese  for  the  year  ending 
March  31, '19*+7,  another  5  million  pounds  for  export  to  other  countries, 
and  50  million  pounds  for  domestic  use. 

Production  of  evaporated 'milk  in  19*+6  has  been  set  at  the  high  level 
of  19*+ 5  when  output  was  about '200  million  pounds.    Recommendations  have 
been  made : that  production  of  other  concentrated  milk  products  also  be 
maintained  at  approximately  the  same  as  that  for  19*+5- 

In  setting  the  '  19*+6  Canadian  dairy  goals , • nearly  the  same  quantities 
of  milk  as  in  19*+ 5  have  been  allowed  for  milk  consumed  on  farms,  fed  to 
stock,  and  used  for  the  production  of  dairy  butter  and  ice  cream.    The  in- 
crease in  fluid  milk  sales  has  apparently '-become  stabilized,  compared  with 
the  sharp  rise  that -took  place  during  the  period  19*+0 -19*+*+ .    Sales  in  19*+5 
will  not  be  more  than  2  or  3  percent  higher  than  reported  in  19*+*+.    It  is 
expected  that  this  slight  increase  will  be  projected  into  19*+6. 


